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The Library is here to assist your research



OR:

sciref@hawaii.edu

The Library is here to assist your research



Study SpaceStudy SpaceNew Pods



Computer Lab

Printing: with campus cash in OneCard
Recharging: online or with $ ($1-20) 



Group Study Room
Presentation Practice Room
Zoom Room
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manoa.hawaii.edu/library



Services:
● Borrowing Materials

● Study Spaces

● Book Purchases

● Requesting documents (ILL)

● Research Consultation

○ Topic Refinement

○ Database Selection

○ Search Design

● Citation Management

● Information Literacy Instruction



Casual searching vs Professional Research
● Information is the foundation of research and innovation
● Incomplete or biased information will lead to poor performance
● As educated knowledge workers - your responsibility to understand the 

information world and be skilled in using its tools
● Tools are necessary!  - Information explosion
● But not all information tools designed to 

help you do quality research as their 
primary function:

○ Good searching =/= easy searching
○ Quick searching =/= systematic searching

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduction: The Worldwide Triumph of the Research University and Globalizing Science: The Global Triumph of the Research University  Powell, Justin J. W. The Century of Science: The Global Triumph of the Research University. Vol. 33. N.p., 2017. Web.



Mansourian, Y., & Ford, N. (2007)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mansourian, Y., & Ford, N. (2007). Search persistence and failure on the web: a “bounded rationality” and “satisficing” analysis. Journal of Documentation



Everyday Search

Research

Starting Point

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mansourian, Y., & Ford, N. (2007). Search persistence and failure on the web: a “bounded rationality” and “satisficing” analysis. Journal of Documentation



The Danger of Algorithms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
  Noble, S. U. (2018) Algorithms of oppression : how search engines reinforce racism . New York: New York University Press.



Literature Search Process

1. Research topic
2. Search strategy
3. Database selection
4. Query Refinement
5. Analyze results
6. Citations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mansourian, Y., & Ford, N. (2007). Search persistence and failure on the web: a “bounded rationality” and “satisficing” analysis. Journal of Documentation.



Synonyms and Alternate Terms
● When searching the literature, you are asking questions of previous 

generations of researchers all across the world

● Not all of them will think or speak like you!

● Get into the mindset of others, come up with other words for the same thing
● Cultures, languages, time periods, disciplines, contexts, abbreviations, 

common and scientific
● Terms may evolve with your understanding of the topic



Forming a Search: Core Concepts

What safety features do drones need in order to fly high in mountain regions?

What are the core concepts?
What words are important to the search,
and what words are unnecessary or redundant?

What safety features do drones need in order to fly high in mountain regions?

Boolean operators:
Concepts – connect with AND

Safety AND drones AND “high mountain”
Synonyms or alternative terms – connect with OR

Drone or UAV or “Unmanned aerial vehicle”



Putting it all together
(drone OR UAV OR “unmanned aerial vehicle” OR “uncrewed aerial vehicle”) AND 
(“high altitude” OR “alpine zone”)

Some databases use different operators

Some databases use special words (controlled vocabularies)

Librarians can assist with the details of searching each database



o pd s d s

d s d s

AND   OR   NOT (upper case)    " "

drone AND safety

drone OR safety
drone NOT safety
(use with a great caution)

"drone safety"



Drone – UAV – “Unmanned Aerial Vehicle”





(Drone OR UAV) AND wind

Be CAREFUL!!
*unless you need immediate access or 
don’t need completeness





Database Selection
Consider what you need:

General information (books)

Journal articles

Industry standards

Patents

Technical Reports

Searching everything at once = searching everything badly (no one stop shop)



Demonstration
Library - Presentation Rooms, Zoom Rooms, Loanable Technology

OneSearch - Book and Locations Filters, ILL, Digitization

ME Research Guide - https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/mecheng

Standards Database - ASTM Compass

Citation Database - Web of Science

Patent Database - Google Patents

https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/mecheng






● get it yourself and check it out 

● request to check it out - notify next day

● request to make PDF up to 20% of a book

● request to check it out - notify within 15 min

● request to make PDF up to 20% of a book

● Request - notify within 15 min

● Read it in the Hawaiian Reading Rm
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ASCE Civil Engineering Database

ASME (American Society of Mechanical Engineers) 

ASTM Standards and Engineering Digital Library

Civil Engineering Database

Dissertations & Theses

Google Scholar

IEEE/IET Electronic Library

JSTOR

OneSearch Manoa

ScienceDirect

Web of Science

Nexis Uni

New York Times

http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://ascelibrary.org/action/showPublications?pubType=journal
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://asmedigitalcollection.asme.org/index.aspx
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=https://secure.astm.org/login?redirectUrl=aHR0cHM6Ly9jb21wYXNzLmFzdG0ub3Jn&newApproach=true
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://cedb.asce.org/
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=https://search.proquest.com/pqdtglobal?accountid=27140
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://scholar.google.com/
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/Xplore/home.jsp
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://www.jstor.org/
http://onesearch.lib.hawaii.edu/
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://www.sciencedirect.com/
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://webofknowledge.com/WOS_GeneralSearch_input.do?highlighted_tab=WOS&product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://www.nexisuni.com
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=https://ezmyaccount.nytimes.com/grouppass/redir












Web of Science 
(formerly known as Science Citation Index SCI)

Gold standard citation database 

Highest Cited Journals in the Sciences - source for peer reviewed articles

1980-2023 Coverage



(ocean OR marine) AND (Contamination OR pollution) AND tsunami

W
eb
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The impact factor (IF) is a measure 
of the frequency with which the 
average article in a journal has 
been cited in a particular year .



(drone OR UAV) AND safety

The impact factor (IF) is a measure of the 
frequency with which the average article in 
a journal has been cited in a particular year .



NexisUni 
News, Law, Business



Select your options



Limit your search by adding more 
search terms here - very useful



manoa.hawaii.edu/library → Databases → N → New York 
Times
New York 
Times



ME Research Guide - https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/mecheng

https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/mecheng


chatGPT and hallucinations
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